
Tuesday, January 11, 2022
Special Meeting of the Governing Board

GOVERNING BOARD MEETING 
SCOTTSDALE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 48 
Mohave District Annex, 8500 E. Jackrabbit Road, Scottsdale, AZ 85250 

6:00 PM 
480-484-6100
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BOARD MEMBERS - 2022 Governing Board 
Patty Beckman, President 
Julie Cieniawski, Vice President 
Jann-Michael Greenburg 
Dr. Libby Hart-Wells 
Zach Lindsay 

Superintendent 
Dr. Scott A. Menzel 

VISION 
Engaging all students in world-class, future-focused learning. 

MISSION  
We inspire, motivate, and empower all to think critically, act collaboratively, and embrace diversity for a life of intellectual 
exploration, community engagement, and personal growth.

VALUES 
Excellence: We nurture a growth-minded culture of high expectations, creativity, persistence, and self-discipline.          
Integrity: We demonstrate honesty, transparency, and reliability through our words and actions.  
Empathy: We welcome all with kindness, love, compassion, and joy. 
Trust: We earn the confidence of stakeholders through accountability, openness, and authenticity. 
Inclusion: We create an equitable environment where everyone is respected, is treated with dignity, and has a sense of 
belonging. 
Unity: We connect across communities to advance educational opportunities for all. 

Pursuant to A.R.S. 38-431.02, notice is hereby given to the members of the Scottsdale Governing Board and to the 
general public that the Governing Board will hold a public meeting open to the public on January 11, 2022. Members 
of the Governing Board and non-Board member participants will participate in the meeting in-person, via an online 
platform, or may participate by telephonic communication.  

Members of the public will also be able to view the public portions of this meeting online, at the usual live streamed 
site through YouTube. 

SALT RIVER PIMA-MARICOPA INDIAN COMMUNITY LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
(www.susd.org/SRPMICLandAcknowledgement)

1. MEETING NOTICES

A. Please Note: The Board may change the order of items listed in the Agenda prior to the meeting or during the meeting. ALSO, THE BOARD
MAY VOTE TO CONVENE IN EXECUTIVE SESSION ON ANY ITEM THAT IS LISTED ON THIS AGENDA FOR DISCUSSION/CONSULTATION WITH
LEGAL COUNSEL TO OBTAIN LEGAL ADVICE, PURSUANT TO A.R.S. §38-431.03(A)(3).

B. Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommodation, such as a sign language interpreter, by contacting Melissa Tornquist at
480-484-6113. Requests should be made as early as possible to enable the District to arrange for the requested accommodation and at least
one (1) working day prior to the Governing Board meeting.

2. OPENING OF MEETING

A. Call to Order

B. Pledge of Allegiance
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C. Roll Call

D. Approval of Agenda - Board Action Required

3. ACTION ITEM - BOARD ACTION REQUIRED

A. Election of Governing Board Officers

4. INFORMATION/DISCUSSION ITEMS

A. Annual Open Meeting Law Training

B. ESSER Update

5. ACTION ITEMS

A. Selection of a Delegate and Alternate to the Arizona School Boards Association (ASBA) Delegate Assembly

B. Approval of the Coronado Learning Community Proposed Restructure Plan

6. ADJOURNMENT

A. Adjourn the Special Meeting
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Scottsdale Unified School District January 11, 2022 
 

 

 
Action Item:  
 
 Election of Governing Board Officers 
 
Submitted by:          Funding: 
Dr. Scott A. Menzel, Superintendent      N/A  
   
Project Lead:  
Governing Board 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that: 
 
1. The Board elect a President of the Governing Board of the Scottsdale Unified School 
District. 
 
2. The Board elect a Vice President of the Governing Board of the Scottsdale Unified 
School District. 
 
 
BACKGROUND:     
 
A.R.S. §15-321, states: 
 

A. For the purpose of organization of the governing board, the board shall meet 
at the most convenient public facility in the school district. If a public facility is not 
available within the district, the governing board may meet at any available public facility 
that is convenient to all governing board members, regardless of the county of school 
district in which the facility is located. The governing board shall meet between January 
1 and January 15 next following the election. 
 

B. At the organization meeting the governing board shall elect from among the 
membership of the board a president.  
 
This reorganization is also pursuant to Scottsdale Unified School District Governing 
Board Policy BDA – Board Organizational Meeting. 
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Information/Discussion Item: 
 

Annual Open Meeting Law Training 

Submitted by: Funding: 
Lori Bird, General Counsel N/A 

 

BACKGROUND: 

The Governing Board will receive its annual Open Meeting Law training. This annual review is held 
every January.   
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Information/Discussion: 
 

ESSER Update 

Submitted by: Funding: 
Dr. Kimberly Guerin, Assistant Superintendent Educational Services 
Shannon Crosier, Chief Financial Officer 
Alice Spingola, Coordinator ESSER 

ESSER 1,2,3 
326, 336, 346 

 

 
BACKGROUND: 

On September 14, 2021, an ESSER update was presented to the Governing Board. The January 
presentation will include an update on ESSER I, II, and III, with a focus on allocations, year to date 
expenditures, and future planning based on SUSD’s strategic plan goals. 
 
Arizona LEAs were allocated $264 million in ESSER I funds to support local K-12 relief, prevention 
and preparation, and recovery efforts. ESSER Funds are highly flexible, and are designed to help 
address local relief, prevention and preparation, and recovery efforts relative to responding to COVID-
19. 
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Action Item:  
 

Selection of a Delegate and Alternate to the Arizona School 
Boards Association (ASBA) Delegate Assembly 

 
Submitted by:          Funding: 
Dr. Scott A. Menzel, Superintendent      N/A  
   
Project Lead:  
Governing Board 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
It is recommended that the Governing Board choose a Delegate and Alternate to the 
ASBA Delegate Assembly. 
 
BACKGROUND:     
 
The ASBA Delegate Assembly will determine the positions of the Arizona School 
Boards Association for any future Special Sessions of the current legislature. In addition 
to submitting proposals, the SUSD Governing Board has the opportunity to help craft 
ASBA’s advocacy stances by registering the District’s delegate. SUSD’s delegate will 
represent the District at the Delegate Assembly, a critical meeting where the views of 
SUSD can be represented and discussed.  
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Action Item: 
 

Approval of the Coronado Learning Community Proposed Restructure Plan 

Submitted by: Funding: 
Dr. Ibi Haghighat, Assistant Superintendent – Elementary 
Dr. Milissa Sackos, Assistant Superintendent – Secondary 
 

M&O 

Project Lead:  
Dr. Ibi Haghighat, Assistant Superintendent - Elementary 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that the Governing Board approve the restructuring of the Coronado Learning 
Community as presented at the November 30, 2021, Governing Board meeting. 

BACKGROUND: 

The Coronado Learning Community (CLC) is currently home to 2,548 students as of 10/1/21. Although 
not unique to CLC, enrollment within this learning community has been declining over the past eight 
years. The total learning community enrollment loss from 2014-2015 through 2021-2022 is 1,190 
students.  
 
An area unique to the Coronado Learning Community is that it does not have a stand-alone middle 
school. Grades 6-8 at Tonalea K-8 have limited program capacity. The lack of current program 
capacity to enroll additional students in grades 6-8 is limiting the number of incoming 9th grade 
students at Coronado High School.  
 
In the Spring of 2021, the CLC principals and district leadership asked the community, through Town 
Hall meetings and Thought Exchange, about their ideas regarding how to better address the needs 
of their student(s). The turnout at the meetings and the participation in the Thought Exchange was 
low but the information received was rich. Themes that surfaced included: having a dedicated middle 
school (6-8), focused marketing to increase enrollment, and programs with a specific focus at 
Coronado High School. 
 
The challenge with program capacity currently at Tonalea for grades 6-8, the community feedback, 
and principal input led to moving forward with the recommendation to address the current structure of 
the Coronado Learning Community. The recommended structure includes: three elementary schools 
(Pima, Hohokam, Yavapai), one stand-alone middle school (Tonalea), and a high school (Coronado).  
 
Stakeholder input has been key throughout this process. Once a recommendation was developed, the 
Coronado Learning Community staff and families received the proposed recommendation for 
restructuring along with how students would be impacted by the possible change. Through surveys and 
Question & Answer virtual and in-person meetings, additional input and feedback was collected from 
staff and families to learn about their interest. The survey results revealed the following:  
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Staff 
• 78 staff responses were submitted
• 82% of the staff that submitted the survey are supportive of restructuring
• 10% of the staff that submitted the survey are not in favor of restructuring
• 8% of the staff that submitted the survey indicated no opinion

Parents 
• 297 parent responses were submitted
• 58% of the parents that responded to the survey are in support of restructuring
• 29% of the parents that responded to the survey are not in favor
• 13% of the parents that responded to the survey indicated no opinion

It is the support from administration, staff and parents that brings us to express to the SUSD Governing 
Board the interest to have this restructuring recommendation approved on January 11, 2022, to ensure 
a vibrant and viable Coronado Learning Community.  
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